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are foreverare forever

fussing and fretting.fussing and fretting.
  

~Confucius~Confucius
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140 Years!

Too many of us are Too many of us are 
not livingnot living

our dreamsour dreams
becausebecause

we are livingwe are living
our fears.our fears.

– Les Brown– Les Brown

At the Tuesday, October 29 Commission Meeting, Karl Pratt, 
Executive Director, Sheridan County Community Foundation 
spoke with the Commissioners regarding the grant requested 
and awarded to the Sheridan County Sheriff’s Office. He clarified 
that, currently they are awarding grants out of the SCCF / 
Dane G. Hansen Community Grant Funds, which have certain 
restrictions and policies from the DGH that were passed down 
to the SCCF. Karl stated that, “From their internal documents, it 
explains, ‘Grants shall not be used to reduce or replace regular 
budgetary needs for programs or projects that are tax supported.” 
This was the reason for the lower amount awarded to the Sheriff 
Department’s actual grant request. The SCCF apologized that 
the grant’s requirements and its ultimate response were not clear. 
There is a larger endowment fund that is being built which will 
eventually open up for grants. It will be a less restrictive fund but 
must provide support for a variety of area projects, not just one or 
two.

SCCF is a great asset to the community and makes possible 
many projects that otherwise would not be. Next month, 
November, is Match Month. Be sure to read the information in this 
issue regarding the specifics.

Thank you, Karl, for the clarification.

Friday, October 25, Sheriff Carver and Undersheriff Diercks put 
on a fun and informative presentation at the Hoxie Elementary 
School for Red Ribbon Week! For those who aren’t familiar, Red 
Ribbon Week is a national campaign dedicated to educating 
young people about the dangers of drug use and encouraging 
healthy, drug-free lifestyles. This presentation will be at the Selden 
Elementary School next week.

Each year, our agency hosts a Red Ribbon Week presentation, 
and we use this time to talk about bullying as well. But this year, 
we added a little twist by bringing in a special guest: Ava the Bully! 
Anyone who knows Sheriff Carver knows he likes to spice things 
up and keep the crowd laughing. So this time, Undersheriff Diercks 
had no clue he’d be playing Ava or that we’d be doing a skit!

You can see the video of their skit by going to their Facebook 
page. Hope you enjoy!

Red Ribbon Week
at Hoxie Elementary

$240,000 at Stake During 
November 2024 Match Month 

Campaign
By Karl Pratt, Executive Director
Hoxie - The Sheridan County Community Foundation (SCCF) 

is pleased to announce details regarding the annual Match Month 
Fundraising Campaign for November 2024.

For the 9th year, the Foundation will be participating in the 
‘Match Month’ campaign generously sponsored by the Dane G. 
Hansen Foundation, in which funds raised locally are matched 1:1 
by the Hansen Foundation, up to $50,000.00. These funds are then 
added to SCCF’s large “Cultivate Sheridan County” endowment 
fund, which is building capacity to be able to provide grant support 
in the future.

This year, the Foundation is setting a minimum local fundraising 
goal of $70,000.00 because, if reached, not only will these funds 
be matched by the Hansen Foundation’s $50k match but also by 
an additional $70,000.00 in matching funds provided by the 
Patterson Family Foundation, Kansas City, through a new grant 
program administered by the Kansas Association of Community 
Foundations (KACF).

But wait, it gets even better! As an incentive for reaching the 
$50k matching goal set by the Hansen Foundation, SCCF will be 
eligible for an additional bonus grant of $50k, with $5k dedicated 
to SCCF’s immediate operating needs and $45k added to SCCF’s 
Operating Endowment Fund to support yearly budgeting needs.

All campaign funds combined equal a grand total of $240,000.00 
available to benefit Sheridan County for years to come.

Donations for the annual Match Month campaign will be 
accepted beginning November 1 and throughout the remainder of 
the month.

The Foundation invites the public to a Match Month Kick-Off 
event at Oscar’s, 845 Main, in Hoxie, on Monday, November 4, from 
7 a.m. to 1 p.m. SCCF staff and board members will be attending to 
visit with community members and donors throughout the event. 
Complimentary refreshments will be provided.

More information about the Kick-Off event and others 
scheduled throughout the month is available online at www.
growsheridancounty.org/events.

The SCCF Staff and Board of Directors hope you will help us 
reach these important fundraising goals as we continue to improve 
the lives of Sheridan County residents, businesses, and visitors for 
generations to come.

More information about the annual fundraising campaign 
including a link to donate online is available online at www.
growsheridancounty.org/matchmonth2024.

If you have any questions related to the November Match Month 
Campaign, want to learn more about grant opportunities, are 
interested in setting up a grant/scholarship fund of your own, or 
want to leave a legacy gift in your estate, do not hesitate to contact 
Pratt at 785-677-5090, director@growsheridancounty.org, or stop 
by the Foundation office inside Pratt Law Office at 736 Main St, 
Hoxie. Appointments recommended.

About the Patterson Family Foundation
The Patterson Family Foundation is a family-led foundation 

extending the legacy of Neal and Jeanne Patterson. We strive to 
help lift up our rural communities through health care, education, 
economic opportunity, and beyond. The Patterson Family 
Foundation was established to reinvest in rural communities and 
cultivate values of education and hard work for current and future 
generations.

About the Dane G. Hansen Foundation
The Dane G. Hansen Foundation was established in 1965 with 

a generous estate gift from Dane G. Hansen. Mr. Hansen was 
an entrepreneur whose business interests over the course of 
his life included, among others, retail, lumber, road and bridge 
construction and oil.

Reflecting Mr. Hansen’s lifelong love of Northwest Kansas, the 
charitable foundation that bears his name has a mission to improve 
the quality of life for the residents and the communities in the 26 
counties that make up the northwest quarter of Kansas.

Based in Mr. Hansen’s hometown of Logan, Kansas, the 
Foundation is governed by a board of seven Trustees.

Applications are received year-round, and grants are awarded 
monthly to benefit Northwest Kansas and its residents. In addition, 
the Foundation has launched a number of strategic initiatives to 
serve the region today and into the future.

The Foundation also has a robust scholarship program, awarding 
hundreds of scholarships each year, both new and renewed, totaling 
more than $2.5 million. Annual grants and scholarships total in the 
range of $18 to $20 million.

SCCF is an affiliate of the Greater Northwest Kansas 
Community Foundation based in Bird City. The foundation seeks 
to encourage, prudently manage, and distribute charitable 
contributions to improve the quality of life of Sheridan County 
residents, now and in the future. To learn more, visit www.
growsheridancounty.org. Connect with SCCF at www.facebook.
com/sheridanccf.

CPR Training and First Aid Classes
Have you been wanting to learn CPR and First Aid? Sheridan 

County EMS offers CPR Training and First Aid Classes at our 
Hoxie Station. We offer many classes to the public and healthcare 
workers throughout the year. One of the popular classes for 
community members is the Heartsaver CPR/AED/First Aid class. 
This class will teach you how to perform CPR and operate an AED 
on adults, pediatrics, and infants. You will also learn basic first aid 
procedures for a variety of medical emergencies, some of which 
are allergic reactions, opioid overdoses, splinting, tourniquet 
applications, and diabetic emergencies. This class is $40, and you 
will receive a certificate good for two years. The class lasts 6-7 
hours with a lunch break in between. There is no age requirement 
for this class, however you must be able to perform the skills to 
pass. If you are just wanting to learn CPR or just First Aid that is 
an option as well.

For healthcare providers that need a renewal or initial BLS 
Provider class we do offer those.

If you would like more information or are interested in taking 
a class, contact us at 785-675-3364. We do provide classes for 
businesses that want their employees certified as well.

Sheridan County EMS is an American Heart Association (AHA) 
Training Center that has around 30 CPR instructors spread out 
within the Northwest Region. There are over 150 classes taught 
each year by our instructors in the region.

K-23 Roadway 
Modernization Project in 

Sheridan County
Project Description

KDOT will reconstruct approximately 6 miles of K-23 in 
Sheridan County. In its current condition the project has limited 
sight distance for passing vehicles, narrow shoulders and steep 
side slopes. The project will involve rebuilding the road into a 30-
foot paved surface with 3-foot turf shoulders.

The work will begin at County Road 70 South (CR-406) and 
extend to Walnut Avenue. The bridges over Sand Creek and the 
South Fork Solomon River will be replaced as well.

Work will occur over multiple construction seasons, with project 
work happening off the roadway in 2024. In March 2025, KDOT 
will close the highway entirely, and a state route detour using 
I-70, U.S. 83 and U.S. 24 will be in effect. KDOT expects to reopen 
the road in late fall 2025, and the entire project is expected to be 
completed in early 2026.

Project Materials
Materials below are the same as those shared during the Oct. 28, 

2024 Open House.
K-23 Roadway Modernization Project Fact Sheet (https://bit.

ly/4fnb2JF) 
K-23 Roadway Modernization Project Open House Flier (https://

bit.ly/3C3P6VK) 
This information can be made available in alternative languages 

and accessible formats upon request. Contact the KDOT Division 
of Communications by dialing 785-296-3585 for voice. Dial 711 for 
speech/hearing impaired.

Project Details
Project Name: K-23 Roadway Modernization Project in Sheridan 

County
Project Number: KA-6019-01
Location: Approximately 6.2 miles beginning at County Road 

70 South (CR-406) and extending to Walnut Avenue
Description: Reconstruct roadway while adding pavement and 

shoulders. Two bridge replacements and an extended culvert.
Length: 6.2 miles
Construction Cost: Approximately $19 million
Who to Contact:
Lisa Mussman
Public Information Officer
785-874-8107
Lisa.Mussman@ks.gov
Eric Oelschlager
Area Engineer
Eric.Oelschlager@ks.gov
785-953-6011
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CONTACT YOUR COMMISSIONER
Chairman: Buck Mader  ~  mcauto2@outlook.com

Joe Bainter  ~  bainterj83@gmail.com
David Stithem ~ sixds@ruraltel.net

Submission Guidelines
Print-ready ads and content deadline: noon Tuesday
Non-print-ready ads MUST be in by 3 pm Monday.

Due to time constraints, all ad & content submissions must be 
emailed in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format; photos in .jpg or .png format.

All non-print-ready ad submissions are subject to a
design fee (starting at $10).

Please email articles, news, and photos to:
editor@sheridansentinel.com or bring them by our office at

716 Main Street, Hoxie.
For advertising, send to lori@sheridansentinel.com

We confirm receipt of all emailed submissions within 24-hours.
If you have not received confirmation, or if it is a

time-sensitive submission, please call us at 785-675-3321.
www.sheridansentinel.com

California Fruits & Nuts
Mike Knaus - 785-299-0470
Marla Knaus - 785-299-0194

Selling Locations and Dates: 
(2 Locations Only)

Quinter: 920 Lincoln Building
October 30 ~ November 2

Selling Hours: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Hays: The Mall-Big Creek Crossing
2918 Vine Street

November 8 & 9
Selling Hours: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

What beautiful Fall days we are having!!
Remember to turn your clocks back Saturday evening November 

2. Daylight Savings begins Sunday, November 3. 
On Election Day, November 5, the Jennings Lions will be serving 

lunch, hamburgers, and chips, at the Jennings Community Hall 
from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. Freewill Donation appreciated.

A large crowd attended festivities in Jennings Saturday evening 
at the Legion and the Community Hall. Many books and sacks 
of candy were given away by the Jennings City Library. The flag 
retirement at the American Legion held at 5:00pm and the hotdog 
roast at 6:00 pm was enjoyed by many people.

WPAA Presents “American Tune: 
Simon, Croce, & Taylor”

Sunday, November 10, at 3pn CT (2pm MT) in the Goodland 
High School auditorium, Western Plains Arts Association presents 
Thomas Glynn performing “American Tune: Simon, Croce, & 
Taylor”.  

A pianist and guitarist since the age of 10, Glynn started writing 
songs in his late teens and fronted a popular club band in Boston 
called 5-0 throughout his twenties. His heart, however, was always 
with great singer-songwriters like James Taylor, Joni Mitchell, 
Shawn Colvin, and David Wilcox. “I began to focus on writing 
songs that were more introspective and personal to me as well as 
performing live as a solo acoustic artist.” 

Admission to this program is by WPAA season ticket or tickets 
can be purchased at the door. This program is made possible 
through the generosity of area businesses, individual donors and 
a grant from the Dane Hansen Foundation.

Birthdays & Anniversaries:
October 31: Paula McKenna, Makenzie Shaw
November 1: Jason Geisinger
November 2: Pat Koerperich, Gloria Goscha, Jennifer Moss, 

Allison Benoit, Gail Smith
November 3: Helen Carman, Mike Neff, Kyle Carman.  November 

5th - Kobi Koerperich
November 6: Cade Wurm, Daniel Shriner, Dennis & Shawn 

Spresser
School Calendar:
November 1: NO SCHOOL; HS State Volleyball in Emporia; HS 

Football Cross Bracket Game
November 2: HS State Volleyball in Emporia; HS State Cross 

Country in Wamego
November 4: HS Scholars Bowl in Rexford at 4:00pm
On October 21, the Monday Afternoon Coffee Club met at the 

Community Center at 2:00pm.  Those attending included Helen 
Carman, Elaine Koerperich, Carlene Bruggeman, JR Albers, Boyd 
Wilson, Sandy Koerperich, Shirley Emigh, and Marsha Rogers.

On October 17, the Selden Senior Citizens met at the Community 
Center for a delicious meal prepared by Gloria Goscha of the 
Midway Cafe and an afternoon of Pinochle. Those enjoying the 
day included Pat Wessel who won high, Boyd Wilson who took 
second, Sandy Koerperich who had the most Jacks, Bob Wessel 
who got low, Marge Wilson, Carlene Bruggeman, Steve Skubal, 
JR Albers, Betty Hickert, Shirley Emigh, Ellis Walker, and Trudy 
Wildeman.

Congratulations to Killian and Taylor Dellere who were married 
this past weekend.  We wish you a long and happy life together.

John Athey Chapter of 
NSDAR

October 23, 2024
Hoxie - The meeting of the John Athey 

Chapter NSDAR began in ritualistic form 
led by Regent Cheryl Goetz at 10:00 am 
on Wednesday, October 23, 2024, at the 
Sheridan County Historical Society & 
Museum in Hoxie. The following members 
were present: Cheryl Goetz of Park, Willa 
Dalena Gawith of Dresden, Jeanette Bosch, 
Associate Member of Manhattan, Shirley 

Popp, Leona Feldt, Kay Weber and Judy Watkins all of Hoxie. 
Guests were Karen Lewis, and Julia Colson of the Museum.

Karen and Julia presented a program on genealogy and the 
many facets, both pros and cons, of collecting and preserving 
items. They had many handouts from their presentation. The 
meeting was dismissed to go to the home of Leona Feldt for the 
salad luncheon. The group said grace together before eating.

The meeting was reconvened after the lunch and roll call was 
called with telling the name of your patriot and something about 
him.

Reports given were the following:
President General’s Message – Kay
National Defense – Cheryl
Indian Minute – Shirley
American History – Judy
Flag Fact - Cheryl
Service of Veterans – Judy  
Constitution Minute - Shirley
Women’s Issues - Cheryl
It was decided to donate money for Wreaths across America 

at Christmas time. This wreaths to put on graves of Veterans at 
any Veteran Cemetery. Judy also handed out our own reading list 
with all the books available in the Hoxie library and the NSDAR 
reading list.

Next meeting will be March 26, 2025, in Oakley at the 1886 
Building and roll call will be a book that tells the history of the 
Orphan Train.

Respectfully Submitted
Kay Weber, Secretary

Public Information Meeting
AmberMed welcomes the public to an informational meeting on 

the proposed Emergency Department Addition on November 12, 
from 12:00 - 1:00 at the Community Center on Main Street.  Join 
us to learn more about the proposed project, why it is important 
for our community, as well as the current funding - opportunities 
& challenges.  A light lunch will be provided.  After a short 
presentation, we will be available to answer your questions, and 
we look forward to hearing your feedback.



GPHS 1st Quarter Honor Roll
Superintendent’s Honor Roll:
Freshmen: Takoda Cline, Adilyn Meier, 

Brenlynn Rath, Lakin Wark, Elizabeth Weiner
Sophomores: Janessa Leija, Kailee Wessel
Principal’s Honor Roll:
Seniors: Luz Aguilar, Wyatt Amlong, Miguel 

Luna, Maddix Green, McKinzie Horobik, Owen 
Patmon, Josh Rath, Lesly Rios, Dominic Stout, 
Abraham Taylor, Siena Vargas, Hayden Wark

Juniors: Tanner Black, Anais Cepeda, Braylee 
Knowles, Diego Perez, Dylan Wark, Ezekiel 
Weiner

Sophomores: Katie Carter, Wendy Garcia, 
Brielle Karnes, Conner Kier, Marisol Perez, 
Kadalen Unrein, Estella Vargas, Adaline Wessel

Freshmen: Owen Amlong, Searee Bruggeman, 
Kelby Buehler, Madison Focke, Cristian Garcia, 
Kaylee Kier, Briella Knowles, Benjamin Masoner, 
Adam Ritter, Tannor Todd, Maleea Valdez-
Castel

GPMS 1st Quarter Honor Roll
Superintendent Honor Roll:
Eighth Grade: Kasch Buehler
Seventh Grade: Ruxin Arnberger, Liam Wright
Principal Honor Roll:
Eighth Grade: Estrella Araux-Aguilar, 

Kaydence Cregger, Jadrien Dible, Juan Carlos 
Garcia Machado, Brandon Karnes, Molly Ritter, 
Elizabeth Romero, Koen Schaben, Parker 
Vahling, Nash Ziegelmeier

Seventh Grade: MaKenlea Focke, Blake 
Horobik, Jaxon Juenemann, Emma Kier, 
Genesis Rios-Mendoza, Cameron Sweigart, 
Makynslee Vargas

Sixth Grade: Isabel Bieker, Michael Cline, 
Brookelynn Vahling.

Golden Plains junior Zeke 
Weiner runs at the Hoxie 
Invitational Cross Country 
meet on October 17. Weiner 
finished eighth overall, fourth 
among juniors at this meet. 
(Photo by Addy Wessel)

By Luz Aguilar
The Golden Plains Cross Country team competed at the Hoxie 

Invitational meet on October 17.	  
Junior Ezekiel Weiner ran a 19:13.80 placing 8th overall and 4th 

among the Juniors. Dylan Wark finished with a time of 20:16.46. “I 
am looking forward to regionals,” said Weiner.” I am going to try 
to improve and set a new PR.”

On the girls’ side, Adilyn Meir ran 22:09.69, placing 2nd overall 
and 1st among freshmen. Kailee Wessel ran 26:29.26 to finish 
fourth overall and third among the sophomores. The Bulldog’s 
next meet will be on October 26, at Great Bend for regionals.

Bulldogs Place
at Hoxie Invitational

Golden Plains senior Hayden Wark (6) sets the ball during 
the Triplains/Brewster game at Regionals in Moscow on 
October 22. (Photo by Marisol Perez)

By Judy Rogers
The Golden Plains Lady Bulldogs advanced to the Sharon 

Spring Sub-State by placing as Regional Runner-Up in Moscow 
on October 22. This is the first year the state has had a regional 
qualification for volleyball.

The Bulldogs faced the Triplains/Brewster Lady Titans for their 
first game at Regionals. They quickly knocked out the Titans with 
a 25-7, 25-12 win. 

Their second game of the tournament was against the Moscow 
Wildcats. The Bulldogs played a close first set falling to the 
Wildcats 26-28. “We kept up with them fairly well,” said Siena 
Vargas. “They had really good ball placement and played pretty 
scrappy.”

The Dogs kept up their energy to defeat the Wildcats 25-19 in 
the second set. “We had constant communication throughout the 
second set,” said McKinzie Horobik. The third set was more of a 
challenge for the Bulldogs as they lost to the Wildcats 14-25. “We 
killed ourselves on serves,” added Horobik. “We missed too many 
crucial serves.”

The Bulldogs advance to the Sub-State Tournament in Sharon 
Springs on October 26. They will face the Wheatland/Grinnell 
Thunderhawks in the first game. “We are excited to play in sub-
state,” continued Vargas. “We know we can play with Wheatland 
and will bring our best to the tournament.”

Lady Bulldogs Advance
to Sub-State

Defense! Golden Plains eighth graders Kasch Buehler (15), 
Nash Ziegelmeier (50), and Koen Schaben (20) play defense 
against the Logan/Palco Trojans in Logan on October 17. The 
Bulldogs finished their season with a 2-5 record. (Photo by 
Kelby Buehler)

By Judy Rogers
The Golden Plains Middle School Football team finished their 

season on October 17 with a 6-52 loss to Logan/Palco in Logan. 
“We didn’t block well and got slammed in the backfield,” said 
Kasch Buehler. “We didn’t play together like we should.”

The Dogs opened the season with two flag games against 
Cheylin and Western Plains with a win over the Bobcats. Their 
last five games were all tackle games. They won a close game 
over Northern Valley but lost the other four to Triplains/Brewster, 
Weskan, Grinnell/Wheatland, and Logan/Palco.

“The Northern Valley game was a fun game,” said Parker 
Vahling. “We were able to score at the end of the game for the win. 
We had a strong mental state, caught the passes, and ran well.”

Most of the eighth-grade boys plan to continue their football 
career in high school next year. “We plan to work out over the 
summer to get ready for high school football,” added Buehler. “I 
am looking forward to playing with my brother (Kelby) in high 
school.”

Koen Schaben added, “I plan to play in high school and run 
faster.”

Nash Ziegelmeier continued, “I enjoyed playing nose guard and 
tackling.” He, too, is looking forward to playing in high school.” 
Parker Vahling is looking forward to playing with the other high 
school players while Brandon Karnes plans to run Cross Country.

MS Dogs Finish Season

Golden Plains seventh 
grader Makynslee Vargas 
sets the ball against Logan/
Palco in Logan on October 17. 
(Photo by Estella Vargas)

By Judy Rogers
The Golden Plains Middle School Volleyball team took two wins 

over the Logan/Palco Lady Trojans in Logan on October 17.
The A-Team girls took the court to start the games. They played 

tough with the serve going back and forth several times. The Dogs 
held for the first set win 25-22. They continued to play well as they 
defeated the Trojans in the second set 25-15 for the match win. “I 
think we did really good, and we talked well,” said Ellie Romero. 
“We all worked as a team, and it was one of our best games.”

The B-team girls played a very close set of matches with the 
Trojans. The Trojans slipped past the Bulldogs for a 21-25 first set 
win. The Bulldogs fought their way back to win the second set 
26-24. The game continued to be close throughout the third set 
as both teams wanted the win. The Bulldogs held on to claim the 
match 15-11. “I think we kept a positive attitude after losing the 
first set,” said Genesis Rios. “We didn’t let the first loss get to us 
and never gave up.”

This was the final game of the regular season. The B-team 
finished the year with a 3-7 record while the A-team holds a 4-6 
record. The A-Team will finish their season at the WKLL league 
tournament in Logan on October 24. “We plan to play our hardest 
and our best and hopefully come home with a title,” added Romero.

MS Girls Defeat Trojans

WKLL All League Volleyball Team
Below is the 2024 WKLL All League Volleyball Team, as voted on by the coaches. Congratulations 

to all the WKLL teams for a great season.
1st Team

Aliviah Ball, Wheatland-Grinnell, Sophomore 
Emily Heier, Wheatland-Grinnell, Senior 

Jocelyn Perez, Wheatland-Grinnell, Senior 
Taylor McCarty, Cheylin, Sophomore 

Gabi Pochop, Cheylin, Junior 
Brenlynn Rath, Golden Plains, Freshmen 

Jaelyn Spangler, Western Plains, Sophomore 
Hayden Wark, Golden Plains, Senior 

2nd Team
Natalie Bixenman, Wheatland-Grinnell, Sophomore

Abigail Cheney, Wheatland-Grinnell, Senior
Kalihan Flax, Western Plains, Senior
Tatum Lentz, Northern Valley, Senior
Ashlyn Schields, Cheylin, Sophomore
Delaney Sides, Northern Valley, Senior

Lylah Voss, Logan-Palco, Junior
Lakin Wark, Golden Plains, Freshmen

Madelynn Wright, Weskan, Senior

Honorable Mention
Breyer Delimont, Logan-Palco, Sophomore

Kara Roulier, Triplains-Brewster, Senior

Students learn about different ag related careers during the 
Agriculture Career Day. (WHS photo)

By Evangeline Godek, Staff Reporter
The Junior class included Evangeline Godek, Broady Goetz, 

Brielle Hanna, Daniel Mason, and Jaxson Bernbeck and some 
seniors including, Jaden Dohm, Lehanie Swanepoel, and Leeta 
Gorzcyca attended an agriculture-based career day held in Scott 
City. Businesses were there to tell us the benefits of the career and 
what you can expect. They talked about what they look for in an 
employee. This day gave these upperclassmen an idea of what 
their future could look like in an agriculture career.

Jaxson Bernbeck says, “It was a good learning experience, and I 
learned about a lot more careers.”

Agriculture Career Day

WHS gets a group shot before entering the corn maze. 
(WHS)

By Sherrie Rebarchek, Staff Editor
On Tuesday, October 23, the high school went on a field trip to 

Reds Corn Maze just south of Oakley. This was a wonderful learning 
experience where the kids could learn about the nutritiousness of 
corn and the many benefits and uses it has.

The wellness committee, Dina Heier and Kayla Goetz  worked 
hard together to give this fun opportunity to the WHS students. 
With help from the FACS kids, they were able to hand out some 
tasty caramel apples!

Together, Mrs. Heier and Mrs. Goetz said, “It was a very fun 
event, and a great learning experience for the students.”

Reds Corn Maze

The VolleyHawks and student section at the Regional 
volleyball game. (WHS photo)

By Jaden Dohm and Maggie Kindler, Staff Reporter
On Tuesday, October 22, the VolleyHawks played regional 

against Rolla and Cheylin at the hawk nest. 
The Volleyhawks won against Rolla, scoring 2-0. With 

Sophomore Aliviah Ball having the most kills of eight, and Senior 
Abigail Cheney serving ten aces. 

  They also won their last game against Cheylin, scoring 2-0. 
Senior Emily Heier served five aces with sophomore Aliviah ball 
again scoring eight kills. The Volleyhawks fought hard, and as a 
team with pride they won the regional championship.

They will compete at sub state on Saturday, October 26, in Sharon 
Springs. The girls will go and fight hard to win, and hopefully, go 
compete at state.

Senior Emily Heier said, “We played really well, and it felt great 
to beat Cheylin in two sets.”

Regional Volleyball
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SHERIDAN COUNTY DAYCARE DUPLEX RIBBON CUTTING &
OPEN HOUSE, 2024 ROYAL AVE, HOXIE (SUNRISE ADDITION)

OCT
202-5

P.M.

2024 NOVEMBER MATCH MONTH KICK-OFF
RECEPTION, OSCAR’S, HOXIE

NOV
047 A.M.

TO 1 P.M.

SD. CO. COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS FAIR, HOXIE
HS AUDITORIUM/GYMNASIUM, 1625 QUEEN AVE

NOV
186 P.M.

2024 NOVEMBER MATCH MONTH DUELING PIANOS
FUNDRAISING EVENT, 4H BUILDING, HOXIE

NOV
235-10

P.M.

CALENDAR OF
2024 FALL  EVENTS

FOR MORE INFO & TO REGISTER,
VISIT WWW.GROWSHERIDANCOUNTY.ORG/EVENTS
OR EMAIL DIRECTOR@GROWSHERIDANCOUNTY.ORG

THE SHERIDAN COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION (SCCF) IS INVITING
THE PUBLIC TO ATTEND SEVERAL EVENTS THIS FALL IN FURTHERANCE OF ITS

MISSION TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR SHERIDAN COUNTY
RESIDENTS, NOW AND IN THE FUTURE.

KDOT Requesting Comments
on STIP Amendment

The Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) requests 
comments on an amendment to the FFY 2025-2028 Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) document. 

The STIP is a project specific publication that lists all KDOT 
administered projects, regardless of funding source, and includes 
projects for counties and cities as well as projects on the State 
Highway System. The list of projects being amended to the STIP can 
be viewed at http://www.ksdot.org/bureaus/burProgProjMgmt/
stip/stip.asp.

The approval of the STIP amendment requires a public 
comment period, which concludes Nov. 7. To make comments on 
the amendment, contact KDOT’s Division of Program and Project 
Management at (785) 296-3254.

This information is available in alternative accessible formats. 
To obtain an alternative format, contact the KDOT Division of 
Communications, (785) 296-3585 (Voice/Hearing Impaired-711).

Smoky Hills PBS Announces the 
Premiere of Season 13 of Real Ag
Bunker Hill - Real Ag Season 13 is set to premiere on November 

1st exclusively on Smoky Hills PBS. This season, Real Ag focuses 
on agriculture’s past, present, and future. From ancient farming 
methods to modern innovations, we’ll explore how we are all 
shaping our food future. 

Season 13 Episodes:
11/1 - Potatoes
11/8 - Dairy
11/15 - Hemp
11/22 - Wheat
12/6 - An Interview with Rachel Stroer
12/13 - Potatoes – Part 2
12/20 - Predators and the Prairie
12/27 - Season Recap 
“I became so obsessed with potatoes this season that I’m going 

to start growing them,” said Max Aguiar, Producer of Real Ag 
Season 13. “I’m also incredibly excited for people to learn the really 
interesting and complicated history behind hemp!” 

Catch the Season 13 premiere of Real Ag on November 1st on 
Smoky Hills PBS and tune in every week for fresh episodes full of 
insight, education, and stories that matter to Kansas. 

Tune In: Real Ag, Season 13 premieres every FRIDAY at 8:30 PM 
CST, starting November 1. Rebroadcasts of each episode will air 
on SUNDAYS at 1 PM. 

Previous seasons of Real Ag are available to stream anytime on 
Smoky Hills PBS Passport. 

Ways to Watch:
To watch, tune into Smoky Hills PBS, which can be found 

through antenna, on many cable systems, Smoky Hills PBS LLS 
Channel, DirecTV, Dish Network, the LocalNow app, YouTube TV, 
and HULU+LIVE TV. You can also access Smoky Hills PBS via 
the FREE mobile app for Android and iPhone devices. For more 
information, visit SmokyHillsPBS.org or call 1-800-337-4788. 

Real Ag is made possible in part by these current sponsors: 
Kansas Farmers Union, Kansas Grain Sorghum, and Bank of 

Hays

Kansas Economy Improves
When Public Funds Invested

in Kansas Banks
Fort Hays State University’s Docking Institute of Public Affairs 

released a study that emphasizes the importance of keeping 
public fund deposits with local banks. “How Public Funds 
Investment Policy Impacts the Kansas Economy: An Analysis 
and Adaptation of Previous Research,” by Dr. Emily Breit, shows 
that state and local government revenues should increase when 
deposits are kept in Kansas financial institutions so long as the 
interest rate differential is less than 3.15%. In other words, out of 
state investments would need to offer rates exceeding 3.15% above 
those of Kansas financial institutions to match the rollover effect 
of keeping that money local.

Dr. Breit states, “The primary advantage of placing deposits in 
Kansas financial institutions is that these funds are more likely to 
be loaned to Kansas borrowers, supporting investment projects. 
This, in turn, boosts the state’s capital stock, economic activity, and 
income.”  This study was commissioned by the Kansas Bankers 
Association (KBA) and the Community Bankers Association of 
Kansas (CBAK) and will be formally presented to a special state 
legislative interim committee scheduled to meet at the Kansas 
Statehouse on November 18 & 19, 2024.

The special interim committee is slated to consider model 
legislation adopted by other states creating a pooled collateral 
program for public funds deposits that will free up working capital 
for Kansas banks and to also take a deep dive into the investment 
policies and procedures of the State’s Pooled Money Investment 
Board charged with investing both state idle funds and local public 
funds held within a state-managed municipal investment pool.

“With only one half of one percent of the nearly $10 billion 
being managed by the Pooled Money Investment Board currently 
invested with Kansas Banks, we believe the time is right to 
review our state’s comprehensive investment policy”, states Doug 
Wareham, President & CEO with the Kansas Bankers Association. 
“We believe the investment study issued by Fort Hays State 
University’s Docking Institute of Public Affairs provides a very 
compelling argument for keeping Kansas public fund dollars 
invested in Kansas, so those dollars are a driving force for growth 
of our Kansas economy.”

“The Docking Institute’s study highlights the significant 
economic benefits of investing public funds locally. By keeping 
these deposits in Kansas banks, we ensure that our money 
supports Kansas borrowers, businesses, and communities. This 
approach not only strengthens the state’s economy but also fosters 
job creation and long-term growth,” said Shawn Mitchell, President 
& CEO of the Community Bankers Association of Kansas. “We 
believe this research presents a powerful case for revisiting 
current investment policies to maximize the positive impact on 
Kansas’ economic future.”  

FHSU’s Docking Institute Releases 
2024 Kansas Speaks Survey

By FHSU University Communications
Hays - The Docking Institute of Public Affairs recently released 

the annual Kansas Speaks Survey of public opinion. A panel of 
645 adult residents of Kansas ages 18 and older were surveyed 
online to assess their attitudes and opinions regarding various 
issues of interest to Kansas citizens. This year’s survey covered 
topics including quality of life, the economy, ratings of elected 
officials, elections integrity, use of artificial intelligence tools, 
and a range of public policy issues, a selection of which includes 
attitudes toward legalizing medical and recreational marijuana, 
immigration, Medicaid expansion, and gun control. 

“Kansans’ rating of the Kansas economy has become more 
positive in the past three years” said survey report co-author Jian 
Sun. “The percentage of Kansans rating the Kansas economy 
as excellent or very good increased from 16.1 percent in 2022 
to 21.1 percent in 2024. The percentage of people feeling the 
Kansas economy is getting worse decreased from 43.7 percent 
in 2022 to 37.6 percent in 2024. With the declining inflation, 
a lower percentage of people were concerned that the Kansas 
economy would seriously threaten their or their family’s welfare 
as compared with last year. However, many felt the inflation had 
affected ‘a great deal’ their family (51.2 percent) and other Kansans 
(59.5 percent) in the past year.” 

Select findings from the 2024 Kansas Speaks Survey include: 
•	 About 73 percent support legalizing medical marijuana 

in Kansas (12 percent oppose), while about 61 percent support 
legalizing recreational marijuana (22 percent oppose)

•	 Support for Medicaid expansion in Kansas in 2024 
continues to be at about 70 percent, and 51 percent of the 
respondents felt the issue was highly or extremely important as 
they decide who gets their vote to represent them in the Kansas 
Legislature, compared to 8 percent who felt the issue was not 
important at all

•	 Most agree that legal immigrants contribute to the 
economic vitality of Kansas (61 percent) and to their own 
community (59 percent), with disagreement at about 15 percent on 
both questions

•	 Regarding illegal immigration, 45 percent disagree that 
illegal immigrants contribute more to society than they take in 
terms of resources, while about 27 percent agree with the statement

•	 Over half agree that education beyond high school is a 
good return on investment for both the student (56 percent agree; 
18 percent disagree) and for the general population of Kansas (55 
percent agree; 13 percent disagree)

•	 Cost of housing was also a concern for Kansans, with 
almost one third (32 percent) of the respondents saying they are 
insecure about their housing situation. 

“We’ve been tracking housing issues for three years now, as 
housing is not just important to a family’s quality of life but also 
to a community’s ability to attract and retain a workforce,” said 
Brett Zollinger, Docking Institute director and survey co-author. 
“The percentage concerned about the cost of housing in their 
community edged down only slightly in 2024 to 68 percent from 
72 percent in 2023 and 73 percent in 2022.” 

In a question about affordable childcare asked for the first time 
this year, strong majorities feel that access to affordable childcare 
strengthens the economy (79 percent agree; 3 percent disagree) 
and that affordable and accessible childcare is an obstacle to 
women’s economic participation (68 percent agree; 12 percent 
disagree). 

A complete copy of 2024 Kansas Speaks Survey results, as well 
as results from previous years, can be found at https://www.fhsu.
edu/docking/Kansas-Speaks/. 

Two political scientists from other Kansas Board of Regents 
(KBOR) universities collaborated with Docking Institute staff 
on this year’s survey, Alexandra Middlewood from Wichita State 
University and Michael Smith of Emporia State University. 

The two policy fellows worked closely with Docking Institute 
researchers in establishing survey content and on methodological 
decisions. Smith led on survey content related to election 
security, diversity in representation of elected officials, care for 
the elderly, and abortion attitudes/policy questions. Middlewood 
led in developing content that focused on childcare, immigration, 
water conservation, and reasons for gun ownership and political 
ideology questions. 

About the Docking Institute of Public Affairs
The primary mission of Fort Hays State University’s Docking 

Institute of Public Affairs is to facilitate effective public policy 
decision making among 
governmental and non-profit 
entities. The Institute’s work is 
centered on four primary areas 
of focus, including:

•	 Public policy and public 
opinion, survey research for 
governmental and nonprofit 
entities

•	 Strategic planning and 
consulting

•	 Public affairs 
programming through 
conferences, speakers, 
forums, television and radio 
programming, newspaper 
columns, and scholarly 
publications

•	 Public administration 
and leadership training 
programs

Learn more at https://www.
fhsu.edu/docking/
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GOVE COUNTY, KS
2,835.53± ACRES
UNRESERVED ONLINE 
LAND AUCTION

Contact the Listing Agents
Mike Campbell 785.821.0619
Kyle Campbell 620.200.2193

Seller: Mendenhall Brothers, LLC  

Get a salebill, register and bid at www.bigiron.com

Tract #1: 313.34± Acres
• 313.34 acres of Conservation Reserve Program 

(CRP) grass
• Legal Description: S 1/2 17-13-30
Tract #2: 631.53± Acres
• It has 348.69 acres of highly productive 

cropland with  soils that would be considered 
‘Prime’ if irrigated per USDA-NRCS

• Legal Description: Sec. 20-13-28
Tract #3: 154.37± Acres
• This quarter is 100% cropland with soils that 

would be considered ‘Prime’ if irrigated per 
USDA-NRCS

• Legal Description: SE 1/4 6-15-27
Tract #4: 1,736.29± Acres
• This is a magnificent 11 quarters of contiguous 

pasture and cropland. There are 517.92 +/- 
acres of total cropland and 1,218.47 +/- acres of 
native grass and other uses

• Legal Description: SW 1/4 26-14-27, S 1/2 25-
14-27, Sec. 35-14-27, Sec. 36-14-27, 7.57 acres 
north of township road, north of NE 1/4 2-15-27

BIDDING ENDS NOVEMBER 14 AT 11 A.M. CDT

Attend the Auction

Buffalo Bill Cultural Center
3083 US Hwy 83 I Oakley, KS

BigIron Realty representatives will be there 
to answer questions about the property and 
assist buyers with bidding online. You do not 
have to be present to bid online, but you are 
required to be available by phone. 
Sellers: Thinking of selling your land? Please 
attend this auction and see how it works!

November 14, 2024
9 a.m. CDT until bidding ends

Bid Online

OCT. 31- 
NOV. 14,

2024
CROPLAND, GRASS, & CRP

Farm Progress Show 2024 
Highlights Innovations

and Sustainability Efforts
Boone, IA – The 2024 Farm Progress Show wrapped up another 

successful year this August, inspiring thousands of attendees with 
the latest innovations in agriculture. This year’s show continued 
to focus on sustainability, both in the technologies showcased and 
in the operations of the event itself. A diverse range of cutting-
edge solutions, from AI-powered crop intelligence to regenerative 
agriculture practices, were showcased to help producers become 
more efficient, profitable and conscientious in their farming 
operations. 

The educational programming on The Main Stage, located 
in the Hospitality Tent, focused heavily on responsible usage 
of natural resources. Sponsored sessions covered a variety 
of key topics including practical solutions for soil health and 
conservation, as well as how to 
secure the future of farmland 
through careful succession 
planning. Attendees also had 
the opportunity to engage in 
high-level discussions during 
a congressional round table 
and hear from officials like 
Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack, who explored how 
policies such as the Farm Bill 
will impact the industry’s 
future. 

Exhibitors showcased 
innovative products at this 
year’s show. The displays 
included fuel-efficient and 
soil compaction-reducing 
combine models, an 
autonomous grain cart, solar-
powered filling stations 
and electric trucks. Beyond 
traditional farm equipment, 
digital direct-to-consumer 
marketing opportunities and 
federally recognized prairie 
conservation programs 
were featured, rounding out 
the wide array of resource-
efficient products and methods 
available to farmers. 

In addition to highlighting 
progressive farming practices, 
the 2024 Farm Progress Show 
made significant strides in 
reducing its environmental 
footprint. A key initiative 
included placing water 
refill stations throughout 
the grounds, saving more 
than 17,000 water bottles 
over the three-day show. To 
complement these stations, 

Taiwan Agricultural
Youth Exchange Program 

Accepting Applications
Manhattan - The 2025 Taiwan Agricultural Youth Exchange 

Program is currently accepting applications from Kansas 
State University undergraduate students who are interested in 
agriculture and would like to represent Kansas in a week-long 
international exchange program in Taiwan from August 8–16, 
2025.

Up to six K-State undergraduate students will be selected to tour 
agricultural facilities and businesses in Taiwan to learn more about 
Taiwanese agriculture and culture. Dr. Dan Moser, Associate Dean 
of Academic Programs, announced the College of Agriculture will 
award a $1,000 scholarship to each student selected to participate 
in the program. Moser stated, “this is a tremendous opportunity for 
K-State students to experience agriculture on a global level. We are 
thrilled to support the exchange program and award scholarships 
to the students participating in the program.”

“The trip to Taiwan was fascinating,” said Corley Becker, a past 
participant of the exchange program. “Taiwan is a very diverse 
agricultural country with farmers that strive for success and 
sustainability. It was very interesting to learn about their farming 
and business practices. This experience was once in a lifetime, and 
I was so glad that I was able to visit.”

Beginning in the fall of 2023, a bilateral exchange program was 
established between Kansas State University and National Chung 
Hsing University. The program is coordinated by the Kansas 
Department of Agriculture with the support of Kansas State 
University’s College of Agriculture and the Taipei Economic and 
Cultural Office in Denver.

Exports play an important role in Kansas agriculture. In 2023, 
Kansas exported $193 million in agricultural products to Taiwan 
making it the state’s sixth-largest trading partner.

“When the K-State students travel to Taiwan in August, they will 
return with a better understanding of international agriculture and 
the role that exports play in their local communities,” said Suzanne 
Ryan-Numrich, KDA international trade director. “International 
travel broadens your horizons and will build your confidence to 
try new things — ultimately, you’ll become more open-minded. It 
is my hope that every student that has an interest in the program 
will apply.”

Students from NCHU will travel to Kansas during the spring 
semester. “When the K-State students host the Taiwan students, 
they will share experiences that will pave the way for the future,” 
said Ryan-Numrich. “We have partners that believe in the 
agricultural exchange program and have worked hard to continue 
the relationship between the universities. We look forward to 
hosting students from Taiwan to showcase agriculture in Kansas.”

To be eligible to apply, students must be a currently enrolled 
undergraduate student in good standing at K-State with a strong 
agricultural background and a valid U.S. passport and must be 
able to pay for some of the airfare costs and meals (approximately 
$1,500).

Find specific application requirements on the KDA website: 
agriculture.ks.gov/AgEd. The application deadline is November 
15, 2024. For additional information, contact Dana Ladner, KDA 
outreach and education program manager, at 785-564-6660 or 
FutureofAg@ks.gov.

Musk Thistle Control in the Fall
By Karlie Rumbeck, Agriculture and Natural Resources Agent, 

K-State Research and Extension, Twin Creeks District
Musk thistle (Carduus nutans) is one of 12 noxious weeds in 

Kansas, infesting over 420,000 acres. Musk thistle has been 
reported in nearly every county in Kansas and is found primarily 
in pastures, rangeland, hay meadows, alfalfa, fallow, roadsides, 
and waste areas. Under the new Noxious Weed Law (March 2021), 
musk thistle is considered a Category C weed. That means musk 
thistle is well established within the state and has an extensive 
population. 

Control efforts should be aimed at reducing or eliminating new 
populations, and established stands should be managed with 
any accepted control method.  Accepted control methods include 
mechanical, chemical, and biological approaches.  Mechanical 
control involves removing the entire plant or just the reproductive 
parts to prevent the plants from producing flowers/seeds.  
Mowing, digging, and hoeing are common mechanical methods 
of controlling musk thistle. Several herbicides are labeled for 
musk thistle control and are discussed below.  Biological control 
requires a permit and needs to be integrated with other methods.  
Head and crown weevils are found in the state but cannot be 
transported across state lines.  A flower fly (Cheilosia corydon) is a 
new candidate species for biological control of musk thistle.

Musk thistle is primarily a biennial or winter annual species. 
Biennials take two growing seasons to complete their life cycle. 
Thistles germinating in the spring will spend the entire summer 
as a rosette, live through the winter, and bolt the next year in May 
and June. Winter annual plants will germinate with moisture and 
warm temperatures in the fall, live through the winter, and bolt the 
following year.

Most people recognize musk thistle during the early summer 
when the plants are actively blooming. However, musk thistle 
control is easiest as a rosette.

Fall is an excellent time to spray musk thistle as all are in the 
rosette growth stage. Another advantage of treatment in the fall 
is reduced risk of off-target drift. Waiting until most deciduous 
trees have lost their leaves and most crops are harvested will 
greatly reduce the likelihood of damage from herbicide drift. A 
wider window of opportunity for treating musk thistle also exists 
in the fall. The spraying window in the fall probably extends 
until the ground is frozen, and the musk thistle plants have shut 
down activity until warmer temperatures in the spring. Freezing 
temperatures will start to damage musk thistle plants, with 
some yellowing and curling of leaves. However, the plants are 
susceptible to herbicides as long as green tissue exists.

Dry conditions in the fall can reduce control of musk thistle with 
certain herbicides. Still, studies in Kansas indicated that a fall 
application of 2,4-D LVE at 2 lbs per acre was more effective (80% 
control) than a similar rate of 2,4-D amine (49% control). Dicamba + 
2,4-D amine at 0.25 + 0.75 lbs per acre and picloram at 0.125 lbs per 
acre were also effective (>90% control) on musk thistle treated in 
the fall.  Other herbicides that have proven effective include 3-5 fl 
oz/acre aminopyralid (Milestone) and aminopyralid + metsulfuron 
(Chaparral at 1.5 oz/acre).  Products containing picloram and 
aminopyralid will not only control rosettes treated in the fall but 
will have enough carryover to control emerging seedlings the 
following spring.

If you need to treat musk thistle this fall, select the proper 
herbicide. If possible, select a warm, sunny day to spray. Scattered 
rosettes can be mechanically removed by digging below the crown.  

USDA Announces Early Release
of Select Commodity Tables

Washington, D.C. - On November 7, 2024, at 3 p.m. EST, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) will release selected tables 
from the upcoming USDA Agricultural Projections to 2034 report 
prepared in support of the President’s annual budget process as 
defined in the Budget Control Act. These tables will include 10-year 
projections for major U.S. crops and livestock products and will be 
followed in February 2025 by USDA’s Agricultural Projections to 
2034 report that will include a full discussion of the commodity 
supply and use projections and projections for farm income and 
global commodity trade.

These projections, commonly referred to as the “USDA Baseline,” 
assume that current laws affecting federal spending and revenues 
remain in place throughout the projection period and do not 
attempt to predict global policy or political outcomes, abnormal 
weather events, or other external shocks that could affect market 
outcomes. Instead, they reflect USDA’s assessment of how markets 
would evolve under current conditions, existing laws, and normal 
weather patterns. Rather than serving as a prediction of the future, 
they are intended to serve as a neutral benchmark for measuring 
the effects of proposed legislation or external developments that 
could have enduring effects on agricultural markets.

These projections use the October 11, 2024, World Agricultural 
Supply and Demand Estimates (WASDE) report as the starting 
point and macroeconomic forecasts developed in August 2024.

The data will be simultaneously posted in MS Excel tables to 
the Office of the Chief Economist’s (OCE) website and will be 
uploaded to the Economic Research Service’s (ERS) Baseline 
database at USDA ERS - Agricultural Baseline Database.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many 
positive ways. Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA 
is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on 
more resilient local and regional food production, promoting 
competition and fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access 
to safe, healthy, and nutritious food in all communities, building 
new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers 
using climate-smart food and forestry practices, making historic 
investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in 
rural America, and committing to equity across the Department 
by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce more 
representative of America. To 
learn more, visit www.usda.gov.

Kansas Crop Progress
and Condition

Manhattan - For the week ending October 27, 2024, there were 
6.5 days suitable for fieldwork, according to the USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 34% very short, 44% short, 22% 
adequate, and 0% surplus.

Subsoil moisture supplies rated 30% very short, 48% short, 22% 
adequate, and 0% surplus.

Field Crops Report: Winter wheat condition rated 6% very poor, 
14% poor, 42% fair, 33% good, and 5% excellent. Winter wheat planted 
was 87%, near 89% last year and 88% for the five-year average. 
Emerged was 63%, near 66% last year, and equal to average.

Corn harvested was 89%, near 87% last year, and ahead of 84% 
average.

Soybeans harvested was 84%, ahead of 77% last year and 70% 
average.

Sorghum mature was 96%, near 95% both last year and average. 
Harvested was 67%, near 66% last year, and ahead of 62% average.

Cotton condition rated 5% very poor, 17% poor, 35% fair, 37% 
good, and 6% excellent. Cotton harvested was 44%, ahead of 34% 
last year, and well ahead of 22% average.

Sunflowers harvested was 67%, behind 73% last year, but ahead 
of 58% average.

Pasture and Range Report: Pasture and range conditions rated 
16% very poor, 30% poor, 37% fair, 16% good, and 1% excellent.

Kansas Cattle on Feed Down 5%
Manhattan - Kansas feedlots, with capacities of 1,000 or more 

head, contained 2.37 million cattle on feed on October 1, according 
to the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. This 
inventory was down 5% from last year.

Placements during September totaled 505,000 head, unchanged 
from 2023.

Fed cattle marketings for the month of September totaled 
405,000 head, unchanged from last year.

Other disappearance during September totaled 10,000 head, 
unchanged from last year.
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, KANSAS 

Ricky Dean Moss & Audrey K. Moss, 
Plaintiffs 

VS. 

Carl King, Theodore Patrick Bauer, 
Ralph Eugene Hurt. State of Kansas, 
Kansas Department of Revenue, Division 
of Motor Vehicles, 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

CCaassee  NNoo.. SD-2024-CV-0000 l 3 

If the above Defendants are living, and if dead, then their unknown spouses, heirs, executors, 
administrators, devisees, trustees, creditors, successors and assigns; and 

The unknown executors, guardians and trustees of such of the above named Defendants 
who are minors or are in anywise under legal disability; and 

The unknown executors, administrators, trustees, creditors, successors of such Defendants 
as are or were partners or in partnership; and 

The unknown executors, administrators, trustees, creditors, successors, receivers and 
assigns of any of the above named Defendants who are or were existing, dissolved or dormant 
corporations; and; 

The unknown spouses of the Defendants, and all other persons concerned, 
Defendants 

NOTICE OF SUIT 

The State of Kansas to the above named Defendants, 
and all other persons who are or may be concerned: 

You are hereby notified that a Petition has been filed in the above entitled District Court by 
the above named Plaintiffs praying for a judgment and decree quieting Plaintiffs' title in and to the 
following described motor vehicle situated in Sheridan County, Kansas, to-wit: 

1934 Ford, Model 40, Style 2D, VIN# 1839529633 
and fmther praying for a judgment and decree barring and excluding you and each of you from 
hereafter asserting any claim of right, title, interest or estate in or lien upon said above described 
real estate and you are hereby required to plead to said Petition on or before November 13, 2024, at 
10:00 am in said Court at Sheridan County, Kansas. Should you fail therein, judgment and decree 
will be entered in due course upon said Petition. 

Harry Joe Pratt, # 11860 
Attorney for Plaintiffs 
PRATT LAW OFFICE, LLC 
Attorney at Law 
P.O. Box 275 
736 Main Street 
Hoxie, KS 67740 
(785) 675-3217
Fax No. (785) 675-3983

Ricky Dean Moss 
Audrey K. Moss 
Plaintiffs 

(First published in The Sheridan Sentinel October 17, 2024)

(Last published in The Sheridan Sentinel October 31, 2024)

Commission Minutes
10/22/2024

Prairie Doc Perspective:
HPV Causes Cancer,

and Can Be Prevented
By Andrew Ellsworth, MD
What do warts, pap smears, cervical cancer, head and neck 

cancer, and a vaccine all have in common?  Three letters: HPV
Human papillomavirus ( HPV) is a common virus that can 

cause growths on skin and mucous membranes. There are over one 
hundred different types of HPV, and while some cause common 
warts, others can cause cancer.

HPV may be spread by skin-to-skin contact. The virus can enter 
your body through even the smallest tear in your skin. Warts 
caused by HPV can be contagious, either through direct contact 
with a wart or when someone touches something already touched 
by a wart. Genital or oral HPV infections can spread through 
sexual contact or through skin-to-skin contact in the genital 
region, anus, mouth, or back of the throat.

Unfortunately, it can be difficult to prevent HPV infections that 
cause common warts. It is helpful to avoid picking at a wart to 
avoid spreading it. Plantar warts located on the bottom of your feet 
can be prevented by wearing shoes or sandals in public pools and 
locker rooms.

The treatment of common warts can be difficult as well. Some 
warts go away on their own, while others may grow despite 
attempts at treatment. No treatment is perfect. Persistence, 
however, is a key for success. Whether you treat a wart with an 
over-the-counter method such as salicylic acid, or go to the doctor 
to have it frozen, be prepared to treat the wart several times in 
consecutive months for full resolution.

Genital warts can be prevented by abstinence, and limited by 
being in a mutually monogamous relationship, limiting your 
sexual partners, and using a condom, which can form a barrier for 
HPV and other sexually transmitted diseases.

Thankfully, there is a vaccine which is very effective at 
decreasing the risk of cancers caused by HPV such as cervical 
cancer and some cancers in the mouth and back of the throat. It 
can also decrease the risk of genital warts and genital cancers. The 
HPV vaccine is recommended for girls and boys often at ages 11 or 
12 and can be given as early as age 9 and up to age 45. It is most 
effective before exposure to HPV. The immune response is better 
at a younger age, so when given before age 15, only two shots are 
recommended in the series, while three shots are recommended if 
started after age 15.

For decades, women have undergone pap smears to help 
catch cervical cancer in the early stages for better detection and 
treatment. The HPV vaccine can prevent the underlying cause of 
cervical cancer, can decrease the need for pap smears, and has 
been effective in decreasing rates of cervical cancer.

Once one of the most common causes of death for American 
women, cervical cancer death rates were cut in half starting 
in the mid 1970’s with better detection and screening from pap 
smears. Now, a recent study in Scotland detected ZERO cases 
of cervical cancer in women born between 1988-1996 who were 
fully vaccinated against HPV before age 14.  This highlights the 
effectiveness and benefit of the HPV vaccine.

Andrew Ellsworth, MD. is part of The Prairie Doc® team of 
physicians and currently practices Family Medicine at Avera 
Medical Group in Brookings, South Dakota. Follow The Prairie 
Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org, Facebook, Instagram, Youtube and 
Threads. Prairie Doc Programming includes On Call with the Prairie 
Doc®, a medical Q&A show (most Thursdays at 7pm streaming on 
Facebook), 2 podcasts, and a Radio program (on SDPB), providing 
health information based on science, built on trust.

infinitely reusable aluminum bottles replaced their traditional 
plastic counterparts at all food vendors. Reducing waste at the 
show was another priority — over 3,000 pounds of eligible waste 
were composted and nearly nine tons of material were recycled 
and kept out of landfills.

Supporting the local community is a hallmark of the Farm 
Progress Show, and this proud tradition continued in 2024. Sixteen 
local volunteer groups staffed essential areas of the show, from 
parking lots to info booths. These groups, including local schools, 
churches and non-profits, are critical to sustaining communities. 
Their efforts during the Farm Progress Show resulted in nearly 
$80,000 contributed directly to their organizations. 

“We are proud of the advancements in sustainability featured 
at this year’s show, not only from our exhibitors but in our event 
operations as well,” said Matt Jungmann, national events director 
at Farm Progress. “Responsible resource management is at the 
core of the agricultural industry’s future, and we are thrilled to 
showcase innovations that help producers implement practical 
solutions on their farms and in their communities.” 

The 2025 Farm Progress Show will be held in Decatur, Illinois, 
from Aug. 26-28, 2025. For more information and updates on next 
year’s show, visit the official website at www.FarmProgressShow.
com.

Continued from page 6

Farm Progress Show 2024

Now on this 22nd day of October 2024, the Board of 
Commissioners, Sheridan County, Kansas met in regular session 
with Chairman Mike “Buck” Mader presiding. Other members 
present were Joe Bainter, David Stithem, Joe Pratt, County 
Attorney, and County Clerk, Heather Bracht. Guest was The 
Sheridan Sentinel.

At 8:00 a.m. Mader called the meeting to order.
Those in attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Joe Herskowitz, Road & Bridge Supervisor came to the table. 

The baler at the Recycling Center has broken and needs repaired. 
It should be up and running today. There was discussion about 
recycling and the condition of the facility on the weekend and 
Monday morning. There needs to be a sign up that states if the 
bins are full to put boxes in the various recycling trailers around 
town.

Cardboard is ready to be picked up and sold.
The Hercules tires, which have had problems, are not going 

to be warrantied by the company. Several sets of tires have been 
ordered from another company, so when they arrive the Hercules 
brand will be used as spares.

Herskowitz advised the Board that they are having problems 
with the grader door windows breaking. There are currently three 
with broken door glass. One has been replaced several times this 
year already. Herskowitz will talk with other road and bridge 
supervisors and see if they are having the same problem. With 
labor the cost is over $1,500 per door. The Board is ready to begin 
looking at bids for graders. The trade-in would be unit #256, the 
2012 CAT and possibly a semi.

Herskowitz presented information for a steel enclosure for the 
excavator. This particular steel enclosure would bolt on to the 
excavator. The cost is $5,032. Herskowitz is to get more information 
and be sure that employees are willing to operate the machine 
with the enclosure around it.

The employees are still doing some grading (cleaning up ricks) 
and dealing with recycling.

Spresser Excavation has started work on the road to the new 
home being built north off Hwy 24.

The October 15, 2024 Minutes were approved as amended on a 
motion by Mader and second from Stithem. Carried 3-0

Stithem made a motion to approve the October 18, 2024 Payroll 
as presented. Bainter seconded. Carried 3-0

At 9:05 a.m. with no further business, Bainter made a motion 
to adjourn, seconded by Mader. Carried 3-0. The next regular 
meeting will be Tuesday, October 29, 2024, at 8:00 a.m. in the 
Commissioner’s Room.

Attest: Heather Bracht, County Clerk, Mike “Buck” Mader, 
Chairman

Cloyde Dale “CD” 
Hopper died October 21, 
2024, peacefully at home 
with his girls. Cloyde was 
born in a farmhouse near 
Halford, KS, on July 29, 
1936. He was the first of 
seven children, born to 
Birch and Ada (Saddler) 
Hopper. Cloyde graduated 
from Colby High in 1954 
and soon after started his 
military career in the Navy 
in 1955 and was honorably 

discharged in 1959.  After completion of his Navy tour, he 
began his career in Law Enforcement, during which time he 
met his first wife Patricia Ann Miller of Colby.  They were 
married on May 22, 1960, in Gem, and had three beautiful 
girls, Tamra J., Traci J. and Teresa J.  Cloyde retired in 1994 
after 34 years and 7 months with the military.

He is survived by his daughters: Tami (Marc) Smith of 
Texas, Traci Hopper of Selden, and Teresa Morris of Texas; 7 
grandchildren: Zachary Smith, Sarah (Smith) Cottle, Jenalee 
(Estep) Rivers, Brent Lange, Kyle Schade, Quinn Aumiller 
and Katie (Aumiller) Weis; 13 great-grandchildren; sister: 
Cleta Harris; brothers: Denny, Daniel, Derrel, and Donald. 

He was preceded in death by his parents: Birch & Ada 
Hopper; first wife, Patricia Ann; second wife, Barbara; 
brother: Byron; son-in-law: Ron Morris; great-grandson: 
Payton Rivers. 

Memorial service will be held at a later date. The family 
would like all donations to go to The Wounded Warrior 
Project.  Condolences can be made at www.plumergobber.
com.

Cloyde Hopper
July 29, 1936 ~ October 21, 2024

Hoxie Area Ministerial Alliance (HAMA)
Holiday Food Boxes

Each year the Hoxie Area Ministerial Alliance prepares 
food boxes for requesting residents of Sheridan County 
at Thanksgiving and Christmas. If you have need for 
a food box, please complete this form and return it to 
your pastor or Mollie Bretz NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, 
NOVEMBER 15, 2024.

Holiday Food Boxes should be picked up at the HAMA 
Food Pantry located at The Hoxie United Methodist 
Church, 900 12th Street, Hoxie, KS.

The 2024 Holiday Food Box pick-up times will be:

THANKSGIVING – Sunday, November 24 from 4 to 6 
p.m.
CHRISTMAS – Sunday, December 22 from 4 to 6 p.m.

Please separate this form at the line below. Keep the top 
portion as a reminder of the pick-up dates & times. Fill 
out the bottom portion COMPLETELY and return it to 
a HAMA pastor or Mollie Bretz, P.O. Box 694, Hoxie, 
KS 67740. **Be sure to include an address and phone 
number where you can be reached.**

USDA to Issue $2.14 Billion
to Agricultural Producers

An Additional $21 Million Awarded for Monitoring, Assessment 
and Evaluation Projects to Enhance the Delivery of the 
Conservation Reserve Program  

Manhattan Kansas, Oct. 21, 2024 – The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) today announced that it will begin issuing 
more than $2.14 billion in payments to eligible agricultural 
producers, and landowners—providing much needed support 
through key conservation and safety-net programs. Producers 
should soon receive payments from USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) for their participation in these programs aimed to conserve 
natural resources and keep family farms economically viable.   

Specifically, program participants are expected to receive more 
than $1.7 billion through the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) and CRP Transition Incentive Program (CRP TIP) and more 
than $447 million through the Agriculture Risk Coverage and 
Prices Loss Coverage (ARC/PLC) programs. Additionally, FSA 
is announcing an investment of $21 million for projects to better 
measure the effectiveness of CRP. 

“Conservation and safety net program payments are significant 
investments in preserving and protecting our valuable and 
vulnerable natural resources and they provide protection for 
producers impacted by market volatilities,” said Denis McKinney, 
FSA State Executive Director in Kansas. “These programs support 
voluntary land stewardship and provide agricultural producers 
with risk protection and production stability, keeping them in 
business and feeding the world.”   

Conservation Reserve Program Payments 
FSA is issuing more than $1.7 billion in annual rental payments 

to agricultural producers and private landowners through the 
Conservation Reserve Program and CRP Transition Incentive 
Program. These annual rental payments are made to eligible 
farmers and ranchers throughout the country who establish long-
term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses 
or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality and enhance 
wildlife habitat on cropland taken out of production. The duration 
of CRP contracts is between 10 and 15 years. 

FSA accepted offers for more than 2.2 million acres through this 
year’s Grassland, General, and Continuous CRP signups, bringing 
current enrollment to nearly 26 million acres. 

These conservation-minded producers help provide invaluable 
benefits to the nation’s environment and economy.  

Top five states for current acreage in CRP: 
•	 Colorado: 2,978,741 
•	 South Dakota: 2,626,430 
•	 Nebraska: 2,423,361 
•	 Texas: 2,225,310 
•	 Kansas: 2,040,412 
Investments in CRP Monitoring, Assessment, and Evaluation 
FSA invested $21 million in 15 projects to further the monitoring, 

assessment, and evaluation of the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP). Projects funded this year include the adoption of emerging 
technology to increase knowledge on subjects such as the benefits 
of wetland restoration to mitigate flooding, contributions of CRP to 
wildlife habitat, and role CRP plays in strengthening the resiliency 
of agricultural operations. 

FSA originally committed $10 million to the Notice of Funding 
Opportunity in May, but due to the quality of project proposals 
submitted FSA awarded more than $20 million. Since 2021, FSA 
has invested over $70 million into monitoring, assessment, and 
evaluation efforts.   

The monitoring, assessment, and evaluation projects are 
designed to produce information that enables USDA to better 
target CRP toward conservation outcomes by improving data, 
models, and planning tools while supporting USDA’s goal of 
putting American agriculture and forestry at the center of climate-
smart solutions. The land currently enrolled in the program 
improve water quality, protect soil resources, provide critical 
wildlife habitat and aid to climate resiliency within agricultural 
systems. Further quantifying program benefits allows the USDA 
to better target CRP to achieve continued conservation wins 
across environmentally sensitive lands while strengthening the 
program’s modeling and conservation planning resources for all 
producers. 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary 
private-lands conservation programs in the United States. It was 
originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially 
stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of 
production. The program has evolved over the years, providing 

many conservation and economic benefits.  
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage 

Programs 
USDA has started to issue payments to producers of 2023 

crops that are estimated at more than $447 million through the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs. ARC and PLC provide financial protections to farmers 
from substantial drops in crop prices or revenue and are vital 
economic safety nets for most American farms. ARC and PLC 
program and crop specific data is available online and through 
your local FSA county office. 

Authorized by the 2014 farm bill they can provide a cushion for 
farmers during tough economic conditions and fluctuating market 
prices.

More Information
For more information on available FSA programs, contact your 

local USDA Service Center.    
USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many 

positive ways. In the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is 
transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on 
more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets 
for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious 
food in all communities, building new markets and streams of 
income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and 
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure 
and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and committing 
to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers 
and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn 
more, visit usda.gov.
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WORD AD RATES
$4.25 - first 20 words
$0.15 - per word after

DISPLAY AD RATES
$6 per column inch

Deadline Noon Tuesday.
Deadline Noon Tuesday

HELP WANTED

Blackwood Family Dentistry

Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted

Eric Blackwood D.D.S.
Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm

Medical Arts Building
501 Garfield

Quinter, KS 67752
785 . 754 . 2441

Vitus’
Service Center

* Center Pivot Service & Parts
* Electrical Work & Supplies

* Welding Equipment,
Supplies, Gases

& Steel Sales
* Welders & Air Compressors

Sales & Service

785-675-8780

*SEPTIC PUMPING*
Elliott’s

Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240

Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

New Construction
Remodeling

Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527
Hoxie, Kansas

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc.
“For all your water well needs”
Lance & Coleen Shepard

Owners
785-675-3991

HEIM BODY SHOP
Expert Body Repair & 

Paint 
Windshield Repair &

Replacement
Vehicle Accessories & 

Installation 
Thunderstruck Grille 

Guards
Spray-in-Bed Liners

785-675-2182

profe ssional   service s
Ad Rates

$6/week (billed monthly)
785-675-3321

Ask About
multi-week discounts

785-675-3321

Oakley Cleaners
Drop off M-F at

Flower Barn
Friday Delivery

785-671-3831

YOUR AD HERE

1 x 1” - $6

1 x 2” - $12

785-675-3321
716 Main St, Hoxie

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer

724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531

Fax: 785-675-3220
lpratt@ruraltel.net

BACK ISSUES OF

The Sheridan Sentinel

$1
785-675-3321
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FOR SALE: Crooked 
Creek Angus, Registered 
2-year-old bulls.  St. Francis, 
Kansas 785-332-6206. www.
crookedcreekangus.com.

---6/23---

 REACH 
the Entire State 

with your 
message at an 

85% 

savings over 
individual 
newspaper 
placement. 

 
Call 785-271-5304 

Or your Local 
Paper Today! 

HELP WANTED: 
Administrative Assistant-
Full-Time. Vap Construction 
is looking for a friendly and 
organized Administrative 
Assistant to join our team in 
Atwood, KS. This full-time, 
hourly position will support 
both our construction and cattle 
businesses from our corporate 
office. Responsibilities include 
answering phones, greeting 
visitors, sorting mail, filing, 
data entry, staff support, and 
managing office inventory. 
The ideal candidate will be 
personable, multi-tasking, and 
proficient in Microsoft Office 
and web-based applications. 
Relocation assistance is 
available. We offer competitive 
pay, health and dental 
insurance, paid vacation, 
retirement plans, and more. For 
more details and to apply, visit 
www.vapconstruction.com/
careers or email your resume 
to vapconstruction@att.net.

---5/10---
HELP WANTED: The 

Sheridan Sentinel is looking 
for writers/reporters to help 
expand our news coverage. We 
would like to cover topics such 
as school sports, local area 
activities & events, health & 
wellness, spiritual, politics, as 
well as opinion editorials (stand 
up and start a conversation, 
instead of complaining on 
social media while hiding 
behind your internet screen). 
Articles & photos are paid by 
the published column inch, 
and due by noon Tuesday. 
Paid quarterly, depending on 
number of articles and column 
inches published (maximum 
500 words/article). For more 
information, email: editor@
sheridansentinel.com or come 
into the office at 716 Main 
Street, Hoxie.

---7/TFN---
HELP WANTED: Hoxie 

Feedyard & PSI are always 
interested in visiting with good 
people about a good job. We 
offer competitive pay and great 
benefits. Please call Scott Foote 
785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---

For Sale
Place your 25-word classified 

in the Kansas Press Association 
and 135 more newspapers 
for only $300/ week. Find 
employees, sell your home or 
your car. Call the Kansas Press 
Association @ 785-271-5304 
today.

When veterinary care is 
unavailable or unaffordable, 
ask for Happy Jack® animal 
healthcare for cats, dogs, & 
horses. At Tractor Supply® 
(www.happyjackinc.com)

Gun Show
WORLD’S LARGEST 

GUN SHOW – November 9 
& 10 - Tulsa, OK Fairgrounds.  
Saturday 8-6, Sunday 8-4.  
WANENMACHER’S TULSA 
ARMS SHOW.  Free appraisals.  
Bring your guns!  www.
TulsaArmsShow.com

Miscellaneous
Attention: VIAGRA and 

CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 
alternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-866-481-0668

Fertilization, weed control, 
seeding, aeration and mosquito 
control.  Call now for a free 
quote.  Ask about our first 
application special! 1-877-559-
9593 

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
1-877-560-1992 

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner and Speedmaster. 
Call 1-866-481-0636

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 24/7: 
1-877-560-5087

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call: 1-866-481-0747

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A 
recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle to 
pay for health coverage.  Let 
us show you how much you 

can save.  Call Now for a no-
obligation quote: 1-888-519-
3376 You will need to have your 
zip code to connect to the right 
provider.

INJURED IN AN 
ACCIDENT?  Don’t Accept 
the insurance company’s first 
offer. Many injured parties are 
entitled to cash settlements 
in the $10,000’s. Get a free 
evaluation to see what your 
case is really worth. 100% Free 
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-888-
920-1883

AGING ROOF? NEW 
HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  
Fast, free estimate. Financing 
available.  

Call 1-877-589-0093 Have zip 
code of property ready when 
calling!

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water 
can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted 
professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family 
and your home’s value! Call 
24/7: 1-877-586-6688. Have zip 
code of service location ready 
when you call!

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need outside 
noise reduction? New, energy 
efficient windows may be the 
answer! Call for a consultation 
& FREE quote today. 1-866-766-
5558 You will need to have your 
zip code to connect to the right 
provider.

Colors of Harvest
By Kim Baldwin, McPherson County farmer and rancher
I’ve spent a lot of time in the cabs of tractors this month as we 

continue our marathon of fall harvest.
Spending so much time operating the grain cart during fall 

harvest has allowed me ample time to get caught up on podcasts, 
opportunities to start and end new audiobooks, and hear the latest 
songs on the radio over and over and over again.

While I’ve had this extra tractor time, I’ve also been away from 
other important tasks. The laundry needs attention. I’ve been slow 
to respond to my emails. October birthdays will be celebrated 
later in November. And I’ve officially told my kids they need to 
conserve the grocery hauls I bring home on the weekends because 
I can’t make special grocery trips during the week. If we run out of 
milk, drink water.

If I’m not in a tractor, I’ve been driving through the countryside 
in a truck pulling equipment to the next field waiting to be 
harvested. I’ve spent a lot of time on the backroads navigating to 
the next field.

The other afternoon my daughter was in the truck with me while 
I was pulling the fuel trailer to a field. She was chatting away 
about her day, testing me on her latest jokes and riddles she’d been 
working on, and keeping me up to date on the latest book she’d 
been reading.

As we approached a tree lined portion of the dirt road, she 
stopped talking and just looked out the windows until we drove 
through the trees full of changing leaves.

“You know, Mom,” she said. “I think this is the most beautiful 
time of the year.”

I couldn’t argue with her. The trees are at just the right point 
of the season where the green summer leaves have turned to 
the bright yellows, reds and oranges that are synonymous with 
autumn. They glisten in the afternoon sunlight while moving with 
the wind, still clinging to the tree branches suggesting there’s 
plenty of life remaining before winter arrives.

Everywhere I look right now, there’s a warm and fiery palette 
presenting itself to viewers.

There are people who pay a lot of money to go see the changing 
of colors in other states. Individual vacations, bus tours and train 
rides are scheduled around this particular season. Many people 
either head to the mountains to view the aspens turning or travel 
back East to see the maple, birch and cherry trees showcasing 
their peak fall foliage.

But me?  I’m perfectly happy enjoying my views from a tractor 
cab or while driving down the dirt roads as we continue to harvest 
our fall crops. The background colors of those most beautiful 
leaves compliment the natural, warm hues of the soybeans and 
sorghum fields still awaiting harvest.

I know it won’t last for long, so I’m making sure to appreciate 
all these peak views now before the leaves dry up and release 
themselves from their trees to usher in winter.

It truly is the most beautiful time of the year.
“Insight” is a weekly column published by Kansas Farm Bureau, 

the state’s largest farm organization whose mission is to strengthen 
agriculture and the lives of Kansans through advocacy, education 
and service.
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Graphics & Design
716 Main Street, Hoxie, KS 67740

For Custom Quotes:
Call 778855--667755--33332211 or Email: advertising@sheridansentinel.com

For Windows,
Vehicles Any Size!

High quality
images on vinyl!

Our new
Roland Printer
will print up to

50” wide!

Copies up to 11x17”
Office Supplies

Stop in or Call us Today!
Temporary/Permanent

Indoor/Outdoor

Indoor/Outdoor
Grommets Available

Embroidery & Heat Press
Caps, Shirts, Totes 

& more

Vinyl Decals

Banners

Magnets

Posters

Business Cards

Envelopes, Forms

Flyers & More

Decorated Apparel
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hoxieins@ruraltel.net
Shane - Garrett - Dustin - Jana - Hannah

AUTO - FARM - HOME - CROP - HEALTH - LIFE

HIRSCH LAW OFFICE
Steven W. Hirsch

821 Main Street
Hoxie, KS 67740

785-675-3762

Income Tax Preparation
Tax Projections

Farm & Business Planning
Bookkeeping & Payroll

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA 

CALL TOLL FREE
TODAY

877-754-2111
230 Main Street

PO Box 537
Quinter, KS 67752

www.mmcpas.net

MM Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

Company

PO Box 565

Hoxie, KS 67740

eland@ruraltel.net

785-675-3217

Eland Title


